Rhododendron L. 'Greenthumb Peppermint' is a mid-to late-blooming evergreen azalea with showy 7-to 8.3-cm, semidouble, hose-in-hose flowers (Fig. 1) . Flowers commonly are pinkish in hue with white margins and a soft purplish-pink inner pattern that is variable in its expression. The unusual condition of plants typically bearing one or two sports with either strong purplish-pink or white flowers (Fig. 2) , the floriferous flowers, and the degree of cold hardiness (zones 7 to 8) were the objectives leading to selection of 'Greenthumb Peppermint', 
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original tissue and the sport were grown and evaluated for the past 8 years by Greenthumb Nursery, Seagrove, N.C.
The original parent plant is dead. Clones from the parent plant tissue (Fig. 3) bear 5-to 6.4-cm double, hose-in-hose flowers that are strong purplish-pink, Munsell 5 RP 5/10 ( Wilde and Voigt, 1977) , correlating most closely with Royal Horticulture Society (RHS) colour chart number 55B (Huse and Kelly, 1984) . and densely strigose, with deltoid-linear trichomes that are white, ascending-adpressed, 1-2 mm long, and becoming darkened on the second year's growth. Leaves are crowded toward the apex, scattered strigose on both surfaces, ciliolate, and strigose below on the midrib and less so on major veins, with trichomes ≈ 0.7-2 mm long. Summer leaves are thin coriaceous, dark green above, pale below, somewhat glossy, broadly elliptic to ovate-elliptic to oblong-elliptic, broadly obtuse, mucronate, cuneate to subrotund, and 2-5 × 4-9 cm. Winter leaves are thickmembraneous, elliptic, broadly acute, mucronate, cuneate, and 1.5-3 × 3-6 cm. Petioles are 6-12 mm long. Inflorescences are axillary and sessile, bearing two flowers. Bracts are spreading, broad ovate to suborbicular, convex with medially rounded, strigose keel, and 8-11 × 9-13 mm. Pedicels are pilose-strigose and 0.8-1.5 cm long. Flowers (see front cover of this issue of HortScience) are semidouble, hose-in-hose, 7-9.5 cm in diameter, pale pink in hue with white margins and pale purplish-pink centers, variegated in pattern, and occasionally white or dark maroon pink on sports. The
Semidouble, hose-in-hose flowers of 'Greenthumb Peppermint'. calyx is petaloid, similar to the corolla. The corolla is campanulate, pink with white margins and blotched red. The corolla tube is 1.3-1.8 cm long and 0.5-0.6 cm broad basally, flaring to 1.6-2 cm wide at the throat, with lobes 2-2.6 × 2.7-3 cm. The five to eight stamens have pink filaments 1.7-3.3 cm long and 2.3-mm-long versatile anthers with apical pores, sometimes bearing petaloid appendages to 1.4 mm in width. The ovary is 3-3.5 mm long and dense strigose with 3-to 4-mm-long trichomes. The pink style is weakly falcate apically, 1.6-1.9 cm long, and five-parted apically, with reddishtinged stalks ≈ 1-1.5 mm long and a viscid HORTSCIENCE, VOL. 25(2), FEBRUARY 1990 turbinate stigma ≈ 0.7-0.9 mm long and 0.5-0.6 mm wide. Holotype: Fantz 4390. Observations. The flowers are a light purplish-pink, Munsell 5-RP 7/8 (Wilde and Voigt, 1977) , correlating most closely with RHS 63D (Huse and Kelly, 1984) . The flowers are variable in color patterns, white at the margins with light purplish-pink inner centers following the vein patterns. The white areas are variable in size, from 2 to 7 mm broad. The strong red blotches on the upper petals are conspicuous, Munsell 2.5 R 4/10 (Wilde and Voigt, 1977) , correlating most closely with RHS 53C (Huse and Kelly, 1984) . The flowers appear similar to 'Janet Rhea', a Linwood Hardy azalea illustrated with a photograph on p. 8 of Darden (1985) and plate 71 of Galle (1985) .
'Greenthumb Peppermint' can be distinguished from descriptions of 'Janet Rhea' (Darden, 1985; Galle, 1985) by its larger, paler pink flowers, lacking the deeper violet hues, and more conspicuous red blotches. Also, 'Greenthumb Peppermint' often produces sports. A common sport bears single to semidouble, hose-in-hose, strong purplish-pink flowers, Munsell 5 RP 6/10 (Wilde and Voigt, 1977) , correlating most closely with RHS 55B (Huse and Kelly, 1984) . These flowers lack any variegated pattern and account for ≈5% of the blooms on the plant. Sports occur on ≈ 80% of the plants. An infrequent sport bears semidouble, hose-in-hose, white flowers. Therefore, plants of 'Greenthumb Peppermint' can bear one to three flower colors on the same plant, an unusual condition (Fig. 2) .
Culture
'Greenthumb Peppermint' is hardy in USDA hardiness zones 7 to 8. Plants exhibited resistance to stem splitting and winterleaf kill. Mature plants are 1 m tall and slightly wider than their height. Plants grow best in partial sun to shaded sites. Propagation is by vegetative softwood cuttings, of which 85% root.
